Japan funded project creates
opportunities for Falake community
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THE Japanese-funded Sus-
tainable Forest Resource
Management (SFRM) pro-
ject has created many
opportunities for the
Falake community in West
Kwara'ae, Malaita Prov-
ince.

The SFRM Project is a
technical cooperation ini-
tiative funded by the Japa-
nese Government through
the Japan International
Cooperation Agency (JICA)
in partnership with the
Ministry of Forestry and
Research (MOFR).

The project began in 2017
with the goal of improving
forest management prac-
tices and providing alter-

natives to conventional
and unsustainable logging.
Falake community

Chalirman Constantine
Etemani, during the Japa-
nese team's visit to Falake
on Thursday, February 19,
said - ““For us, our forest
islife, ouridentity, and our
future,”

He said the SFRM project
has provided his communi-
ty with tested, implement-
ed, and documented practi-
cal approaches to sustain-
able forest management.

He said that during the
project, they contributed
to setting national policies
and directions for their for-
est management,

He also said that they de-
veloped community bylaws
and strengthened the gov-
ernance system.

“Component one consists
of livelihood management,
which focuses on improv-
ing the well-being of people

through sustainable in-
come activities, food secu-
rity, and responsible use of
natural resources.

“Secondly, there is forest
resources management,
which focuses on protect-
ing, conserving, and sus-
tainably managing our
forest resources for present
and future generations,” he
said.

Piggery and poultry, sus-
tainable forest resourc-
88 management, and mi-
ni-hydro are the three top
projects funded by the Jap-
anese government through
its Grassroots and Human
Security Project.

Under this project, the
community has completed
piggery and sustainable
forest resources manage-
ment and now progressing
with the mini-hydro.



