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Japanese Ambassa

BY NED GAGAHE

MIWA Yoshiaki, the Jap-
anese Ambassador to Sol
omon Islands is delighted
with the ongoing impact of
Japan's development asais-
tance, which continues to
strengthen key sectors in
the Sclomon Islands.

Miwa said these efforts are
not only fostering growth
and development but also
reinforcing the strong part-
nership between Japan and
the Solomon Islands.

Ambassador Miwa made
these remarks during the
Embassy's annual press
tour on Beptember 10, 2024,
where he toured Bt. Nich-
olas College, the Ministry
of Fisheries and Marine Re-
sources (MFMR), and the
Value-Added Timber Asso-
ciation (VATA) to see first-
hand the impact of Japan's
support.

The visit highlighted both
the achievements and the
re Japan's con-

outcomes in the Solomon
Islands.

Ambassador Miwa stated
that Japan's aid through UN
agencies focuses on improv-
ing health systems, legisla-
tive capacity, and maritime
security.

“Since 2018, through ita

Econcmic and Social De-
velopment  Programme’,
Japan has supported seven
key projacts in sectors such
as fisheries, health, and for-
estry through equipment
procurement.

He highlighted that the

Japan International OCoop-
eration Agency (JICA) Vol
unteer Program, has been
active since 1979, plays a
vital role in strengthening
mutual understanding and
development, with recent

efforts saw 18 volunteers

working in various sectors
in Honiara and the provinc-
es.

In 2018, Ministry of Fish-
eries received 5200 milllon
ven (SBD$12 million) for
equipment such as vehioles,
refrigerators, boats, and
ice-boxes to enhance moni-
toring, research, and stake-
holder cooperation.

In 2019 the Japanese Gov-
arnment also supported the
Ministry of Mines, Energy,
and Rural Electrification
(MMERE} was awarded
$400 million yen (SBDS$24
million) for geographical
survey equipment includ-
ing Ion chromatography, &
portable core drilling ma-
chine, and solar-powersd
street lights to improve
livelihoods.

The Ministry of Health
and Medical Bervices re-
veived the following assis-
tance.

Miwa Yoshiakl visited the MFMR Hatchery.

ordnance activ-

2019: $300 mil-
lion yen (SBDS18 million for
medical infrastructure like
X-ray machines and porta-
ble beds

2022: Granted $200 million
yen (SBDS12 million) for
negative pressure isolation
wards

2023: Provided 200 million
yen (8BD§12 million) for ad-
ditional medical equipment
snch as portable ultrasound
systems, dry ice machines,
and hemoglobin meters.

The Ministry of Forest-
ry and Research. (2023)
Recelved §200 million yen
(SBDS12) for 50 Lucas Mills
to support sustainable for
est resource management
under a JICA project.

The Ministry of Police,
National Security, and Cor-
rectional Bervi (2023)

was awarded  $120-mil-
lion-yen (8BD$7 million) for
& landing craft to enhance
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MBennia Buga showing the ray boats the Japanese Government supported the MFMR

with during the tour.

ities in provincial areas.

Mr Miwa sald looking
ahead Japan remains com-
mitted to furthering the
partnership with the Solo-
mon Islands.

“We will continue to sup-
port key sectors to drive
sustainable development
and address smerging chal-
lenges. Our aim is to ensure
that our assistance not only
meets immediate needs but
also contributes to long-
term growth and stability.

“We believe that by work
ing together, we oan achieve
significant progress and
strongthen the ties batween
our two nations.

“We are excited to see the
positive impact of these
projects and will keep striv-
ing to support the Solomon
Islands in its development
journey.” Ambassador Miwa
said.

Ambassador Miwa and Embassy officlals at MFMR.

Miwa Yoshiaki chats wit

or prai: 's impact of
development assistance in £ lomon Islands

> i
MFMR staffs listenting attentively to speeches during the tour.

h a MFMR official at the Hatchery.
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Japan Ambassador Miwa

Fisheries warehouse.
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do talking to the media.

St Nicholas School Principal (pri
H.E Miwa Yoshiaki at St Nicholas

VATA official briefs Ami
Japan's assistance.
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Japan’s support bolsters

Sl timber industry

BY NED GAGAHE

THE Value-Added Timber
Association (VATA) and the
broader timber industry in
the Solomon Islands are ex-
periencing significant ad-
vancements thanks to on
going support from Japan

‘This support includes the
provision of 67 Lucas mills,
specialized training pro-
grams by the Japan Inter-
national Cooperation Agen-
oy (JICA), and the expertise
of Japan Overseas Cooper-
ation Volunteers (JOCVs),
all of which are enhane-
ing timber production and
boosting international
marketing efforts.

On Monday last week,
Japaness Ambassador to
the Solomon Ialands, Miwa
Yoshiakd, alongside Fm-
bassy staff, visited VATA
as part of the annual media
tour.

The visit also included
stops at other key looations
in Honiara which inelud-
ed the Ministry of Fisher-
fes and Marine Resources
{ St Nicholas

Ambassador Miwa was
joined by JICA Resident
Representative Mr, Takeahi
Watanabe and other JICA
officials.

Established in 2005, VATA
plays a pivotal rols in im
plementing the National
Government's Forest Poli
cy of Downstream Process-
ing.

Aligned with the Timber
Utilization Division of the
Ministry of Forestry & Re-
search, VATA works to sup-
port forest resource owners

by promoting high-quality
timber production and en-
hanoing international mar-
keting opportunities.

The collaboration between
the Ministry of Forestry &
Research, VATA, and Jap-
anese partners, including
the Embassy of Japan and
JICA, has been instrumen-
tal in maximizing benefit
for local forest resource
owners.

The Government of Ja-
pan’s contribution of 67 Lu-
cas mills, which will arrive
Boon, is expected to signifi-
cantly improve milling ca-
pabilities across the coun-
try.

JICA'® involvement goes
beyond providing equip-
ment. Last week, JICA is
conducting  Sustainahle
Forest Resource Manage-
ment Tralning at VATA to
build capacity and promote
effective resouree utiliza-
tion. &

The Japan Overseas Coop-
eration Volunteer. (JOOV)
program is also making &
notable impact, Ms. Kanae
Isozaki, stationed at VATA,

ffers ucial technical
guidance, foousing on im-
proving timber quality and
optimizing processing tech-
niques

Additionally, Mr. Yuya
Takada, another JOCOV
member, is working with
the Timber Utilization De-
partment of the Ministry
of Forestry & Research to
support fair pricing and en-
hance timber exports.

These initiatives reflect
Japan’s stropg commit-
ment to sustainable devel-

opment and capacity build-
ing in the Solomon Islands,
paving the way for more
efficient resource manage-
ment and better sconomio
opportunities for local com-
munities.

Speaking at the press tour
FPermanent Secretary of
the Ministry of the Forest-
ry and Research Mr Rich-
ard Raomae acknowledged
Japan's contribution to the
forestry sector.

Permanent Becretary
Raomae stated that the
Mimistry is Jooking forward
for full utilization of the
machines that will be pro-
vided by Japan

He said that with the ma-
chines production of timber
will be greatly enhanced to
benefit Solomon Islanders.

“We are thrilled about Ja-
pan's contribution to our
forestry sector. With the
advanced machinery that
Japan is providing, we an-
ticipate a significant boost
in timber production, which
will greatly ben: Solo-
mon Islanders. This will not
only inecrease the volume
and quality of our timber
products but will go a long
way in supporting our goals
of sustainable forestry
management and economic
development.

“We are committed to
working closaly with lo-
cal communities to ensure
that these advancements
are widely beneficial, and
we look forward to a strong
and productive partnership
with Japan that will drive
long-term growth and inno-
vation in our sector.”

Miwa Yoshiaki (third from left) posing with JICA volunteers, PS Raomas and other officials

during the tour at VATA.
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BY NED GAGAHE

MIWA Yoshiaki, the Jap-
anese Ambassador to Sol-
omon Islands is delighted
with the ongoing impact of
Japan's development assis-
tance, which continues to
strengthen key sectors in
the Solomon Islands.

Miwa said these efforts are
not only fostering growth
and development but also
reinforcing the strong part-
nership between Japan and
the Solomon Islands.

Ambassador Miwa made
these remarks during the
Embassy's annual press
tour on September 10, 2024,
where he toured St. Nich-
olas College, the Ministry
of Fisheries and Marine Re-
sources (MFMR), and the
Value-Added Timber Asso-
ciation (VATA) to see first-
hand the impact of Japan’s
support.

The visit highlighted both
the achievements and the
areas where Japan's con-
tinued support is crucial
for enhancing development
outcomes in the Solomon
Islands.

Ambassador Miwa stated
that Japan'said through UN
agencies focuses on improv-
ing health systems, legisla-
tive capacity, and maritime
security.

“Since 2018, through its
‘Bconomic and Social De-
velopment Programme’,
Japan has supported seven
key projects in sectors such
as fisheries, health, and for-
estry through equipment
procurement.

He highlighted that the
Japan International Coop-
eration Agency (JICA) Vol-
unteer Program, has been
active since 1979, plays a
vital role in strengthening
mutual understanding and
development, with recent
efforts saw 18 volunteers

working in various sectors
in Honiara and the provine-
es.

In 2018, Ministry of Fish-
eries received $200 million
yen (SBDS$12 million) for
equipment such as vehicles,
refrigerators, boats, and
ice-boxes to enhance moni-
toring, research, and stake-
holder cooperation.

In 2019 the Japanese Gov-
ernment also supported the
Ministry of Mines, Energy,
and Rural Electrification
(MMERE) was awarded
$400 million yen (SBDS$24
million) for geographical
survey equipment includ-
ing Ion chromatography, a
portable core drilling ma-

chine, and solar-powered
street lights to improve
livelihoods.

The Ministry of Health
and Medical Services re-
ceived the following assis-
tance.

Miwa Yoshiaki visited the MFMR Hatchery.

Mr Bennie Buga showlng the ray boats the Japanesa Government supported the MFMR

w:th during the tour.

2019: Received $300 mil-
lion yen (SBD$18 million for
medical infrastructure like
X-ray machines and porta-
ble beds.

2022: Granted $200 million
yen (SBD$12 million) for
negative pressure isolation
wards.

2023: Provided 200 million
yen (S8BD$12 million) for ad-
ditional medical equipment
such as portable ultrasound
systems, dry ice machines,
and hemoglobin meters.

The Ministry of Forest-
ry and Research (2023):
Received $200 million yen
(SBD$12) for 50 Lucas Mills
to support sustainable for-
est resource management
under a JICA project.

The Ministry of Police,
National Security, and Cor-
rectional Services (2023)
was awarded  §$120-mil-
lion-yen (SBD$7 million) for
a landing craft to enhance

Miwa Yoshiaki chats with a MFMR official at the Hatchery.

unexploded ordnance activ-
ities in provincial areas.

Mr Miwa said looking
ahead Japan remains com-
mitted to furthering the
partnership with the Solo-
mon Islands.

“We will continue to sup-
port key sectors to drive
sustainable development
and address emerging chal-
lenges. Our aim is to ensure
that our assistance not only
meets immediate needs but
also contributes to long-
term growth and stability.

“We believe that by work-
ing together, we can achieve
significant progress and
strengthen the ties between
our two nations.

“We are excited to see the
positive impact of these
projects and will keep striv-
ing to support the Solomon
Islands in its development
journey.” Ambassador Miwa
said.

MFMR staffs listenting attentively to speeches during the tour.
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S Impact of
lomon Islands

Japan Ambéssador Miwa being briefed about Japz]n s assistance inside Ministry of
Fisheries warehouse.
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1) JICA Resident Representative Takeshi Wantanabe, St Nicholas School Principal (pri-
'y sector) Francis Wate, JICA Volunteer Taiki Ando and H.E Miwa Yoshiaki at St Nicholas
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Japan’s assistance.

VATA official briefs Ambassador Miwa and officials at the servls VATA offers and
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Japan’s support bolsters

Sl timber industry

BY NED GAGAHE

THE Value-Added Timber
Association (VATA) and the
broader timber industry in
the Solomon Islands are ex-
periencing significant ad-
vancements thanks to on-
going support from Japan.

This support includes the
provision of 67 Lucas mills,
specialized training pro-
grams by the Japan Inter-
national Cooperation Agen-
cy (JICA), and the expertise
of Japan Overseas Cooper-
ation Volunteers (JOCVs),
all of which are enhanc-
ing timber production and
boosting international
marketing efforts.

On Monday last week,
Japanese Ambassador to
the Solomon Islands, Miwa
Yoshiaki, alongside Em-
bassy staff, visited VATA
as part of the annual media
tour.

The visit also included
stops at other key locations
in Honiara which includ-
ed the Ministry of Fisher-
ies and Marine Resources
(MFMR) and St Nicholas
College.

Ambassador Miwa was
joined by JICA Resident
Representative Mr. Takeshi
Watanabe and other JICA
officials. d

Established in 2005, VATA
plays a pivotal role in im-
plementing the National
Government'’s Forest Poli-
cy of Downstream Process-
ing.

Aligned with the Timber
Utilization Division of the
Ministry of Forestry & Re-
search, VATA works to sup-
port forest resource owners

during the tour at VATA.

by promoting high-quality
timber production and en-
hancing international mar-
keting opportunities.

The collaboration between
the Ministry of Forestry &
Research, VATA, and Jap-
anese partners, including
the Embassy of Japan and
JICA, has been instrumen-
tal in maximizing benefits
for local forest resource
OWners.

The Government of Ja-
pan’s contribution of 67 Lu-
cas mills, which will arrive
soon, is expected to signifi-
cantly improve milling ca-
pabilities across the coun-
try.

JICA's involvement goes
beyond providing equip-
ment. Last week, JICA is
conducting Sustainable
Forest Resource Manage-
ment Training at VATA to
build capacity and promote
effective resourge utiliza-
tion. '

The Japan Overseas Coop-
eration Volunteer (JOCV)
program is also making a
notable impact. Ms. Kanae
Isozaki, stationed at VATA,
offers crucial technical
guidance, focusing on im-
proving timber guality and
optimizing processing tech-
niques.

Additionally, Mr. Yuya
Takada, another JOCV
member, is working with
the Timber Utilization De-
partment of the Ministry
of Forestry & Research to
support fair pricing and en-
hance timber exports.

These initiatives reflect
Japan's strong commit-
ment to sustainable devel-

opment and capacity build-
ing in the Solomon Islands,
paving the way for more
efficient resource manage-
ment and better economic
opportunities for local com-
munities.

Speaking at the press tour
Permanent Secretary of
the Ministry of the Forest-
ry and Research Mr Rich-
ard Raomae acknowledged
Japan’s contribution to the
forestry sector.

Permanent Secretary
Raomae stated that the
Ministry is looking forward
for full utilization of the
machines that will be pro-
vided by Japan.

He said that with the ma-
chines production of timber
will be greatly enhanced to
benefit Solomon Islanders.

“We are thrilled about Ja-
pan’s contribution to our
forestry sector. With the
advanced machinery that
Japan is providing, we an-
ticipate a significant boost
in timber production, which
will greatly benefit Solo-
mon Islanders. This will not
only increase the volume
and quality of our timber
products but will go a long
way in supporting our goals
of sustainable forestry
management and economic
development.

“We are committed to
working closely with lo-
cal communities to ensure
that these advancements
are widely beneficial, and
we look forward to a strong
and productive partnership
with Japan that will drive
long-term growth and inno-
vation in our sector.”

Miwa Yoshiaki (third from left) posing with JICA volunteers, PS Raomae and other officials




